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2nd Global Piano Roll Meeting 

Friday, 17 June 2022 
Konservatorium Bern, Grosser Saal, Kramgasse 36 
 
19:30 Welcome (Thomas Gartmann/Bern, a. o.) and Opening Concert  

Rex Lawson 

 
Saturday, 18 June 2022 
Hochschule der Künste Bern, Grosser Konzertsaal, Papiermühlestr. 13d 
 
8:15  Registration 
9:00 Welcome and Introduction 

Martin Skamletz (Bern), Sebastian Bausch (Bern), Marc Widuch 
(Munich), Kumaran Arul (Stanford) 

 
Session 1: Player Piano, Jazz and Popular Music 
9:20 Rex Lawson (London) 

Building Bridges: The Player Piano in the 21st Century 
9:40 Paul Johnson (El Dorado Hills) 

Hot Performances from “Cool” Catalogues 
10:00 Discussion 
 
10:15  Tea Break 
 
Session 2: Collections and Roll History 
10:40 Jerry McBride (Stanford) 

Roll Lending Libraries in the Early Twentieth Century  
11:00 Joyce Tang (Brentford) 

The Roll Library at the Musical Museum Brentford, UK 
11:20 Julian Dyer (Wokingham) 

Broadwood Player Pianos and the Ampico in London 
11:40 Thomas Synofzik (Zwickau) 

On the Hupfeld YouTube project “Klavierspielen von Geisterhand” (Piano 
Playing by Ghostly Hands). Experiences and Evaluations 

12:00 Discussion 
 
12:20 Lunch 
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Session 3: Performance Practice 
13:40 Neal Peres Da Costa (Sydney) 

Rolls and Performance Practice Research 
14:00 Adriano Giardina (Fribourg) 

A Stylistic Pluralism. The Performance of Mozart’s Piano Music in the Early 
Twentieth Century 

14:20 Akiko Washino (Fukuoka) 
Analyzing Piano Rolls and Acoustic Recordings of Chopin’s op. 15 no. 2 in 
Order to Investigate How Tempo Rubato Was Applied by Performers Born 
in the Nineteenth Century 

14:40 Discussion 
 
15:00 Tea Break 

 
Session 4: Hungarian Pianism on rolls 
15:20 Camilla Köhnken (Ghent)  

Weiss Plays Brahms 
15:40 Ferenc János Szabó (Budapest)  

Ernő (Ernst von) Dohnányi. Rollography and Discography 
16:00 László Stachó (Budapest)  

Dohnányi’s Performing Style. An Introduction to its  
Empirical Analysis 

16:20 Discussion 
16:40 Artis Wodehouse (New York) 

Expression and the Player Piano 
 
Break 

 
Performer-Researcher’s Lounge 1 
19:15 Antonio Simón (Málaga)  

Liszt’s Approach to Pedalling. What Can Be Inferred from his Students’ Roll 
Recordings 

19:35 Laura Granero (Vienna) 
Fanny Davies on Piano Roll: Two Case Studies 

20:00 Concert: 
Laura Granero, Camilla Köhnken,  
Neal Peres Da Costa, Akiko Washino 

 
 
 



 

2nd Global Piano Roll Meeting 

Sunday, 19 June 2022 

Hochschule der Künste Bern, Grosser Konzertsaal, Papiermühlestr. 13d 
 
Session 5: Roll Scanning, Digitization and Archiving 
9:00 Peter Phillips (Sydney)  

Digitizing Piano Rolls: History, Reasons and Accessibility 
9:20 Peter Broadwell/Kumaran Arul/Nathan Coy (Stanford) 

Pianolatron – A Virtual Roll Player for Digitized Rolls 
9:40 Julie Porter (Martinez) 

Visualizing Music by Rendering with the Postscript Printer Page  
Description Language 

10:00 Discussion 
10:20 Marcel Veel/Koos van Kruistum (Leiden) 

Give the Player Piano and the Reproducing Piano a Future?  
10:40 Timothy A. Baxter (Atlanta) 

Copying Original Rolls in the 21st Century. Recreating the Roll’s Original 
Punch Matrix to Create an Accurate Master Roll File for Preservation and 
Perforation 

11:00 Discussion 
 
11.15 Tea Break 
 
Session 6: Special/Local Repertoire 
11:35 Inja Stanovic (London)  

The Musical Museum’s Hidden Treasures: Duo-Art  
Audiographic Rolls 

11:55 Pietro Zappalà (Pavia) 
The Italian F.I.R.S.T. Company and its Catalogue. Analysis and Discoveries 

12:15 Darius Kučinskas (Kaunas)  
Ethnic Piano Rolls. Between “Foreign”, Folk and National 

12:35 Discussion 
 
12:50  Lunch 
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14:00 Daniel Heil (Brackenheim)/Marc Widuch (München) 
Rediscover of Lost Reproducing Rolls of the Welte, Hupfeld,  
Philipps Repertoire  

14:20 Jordi Roquer/Àngel Monasterio/Joaquín Ródenas (Barcelona)  
The Spanish Industry of the Pianola. A First Historical Approach 

14:40 Esther Burgos-Bordonau (Madrid) 
The “Hazen Hosseschrueders” Piano Roll Collection. An Approach  
to its Study 

15:00 Discussion 
 
15:15 Tea Break 

 
Session 7: Interpretation Research 
15:40 Carolina Estrada Bascuñana (Bern) 

When the Digital Era Meets the Piano Roll. Decoding the Recordings of 
Twentieth-Century Classical Composers Performing Their Own Works 

16:00 Lourdes Rebollo (Valencia)  
Common Trends of Interpretation Between Alicia de Larrocha (Pupil) and 
Frank Marshall (Teacher) in Their Recordings of “El Puerto” (from Iberia) by 
Albéniz 

16:20 Heike Fricke (Leipzig) 
Digitizing Piano Rolls. Views and Perspectives for Interpretation Research 

16:40 Discussion 
 
Break 

 
Performer-Researcher’s Lounge 2 
19:15 Manuel Bärtsch (Bern)  

Riemann’s Shadow? The Performative Analysis of Beethoven’s Piano 
Music Around 1900  

19:35 Nicholas Williams (Perth) 
Arthur Friedheim: A Case-Study in the Marketing of Piano Rolls 

20:00 Concert: 
Kumaran Arul, Antonio Simón,  
Inja Stanovic, Nicholas Williams 

 
 
 
 
 



 

2nd Global Piano Roll Meeting 

Monday, 20 June 2022 
Museum für Musikautomaten, Bollhübel 1, 4206 Seewen 
 
8:30  Departure for Seewen (Meeting Point: Papiermühlestr. 13a) 
9:45  Arrival at Seewen 
 
Session 8: Welte 
10:00 Christoph E. Hänggi (Seewen)/Sebastian Bausch (Bern) 

The “Britannic”-Organ and the Master-Rolls for the Welte Philharmonie 
Organ 

10:25 Jörg Holzmann (Bern/Salzburg) 
From “Sturdy Wunderkind” to “Distinctive Accompanist”. Tracing Paula 
Hegner on Welte, Hupfeld and HMV 

10:45 Discussion 
 
10:55 Tea Break 

 
11:20 Gerhard Dangel (Freiburg i. Br.) 

Welte Employees and Roll Editors 
11:40 Hermann Gottschewski (Tokyo) 

Towards an Artistic Performance of Piano Rolls. Using Welte-Mignon-Roll 
No. 548 (Raoul Pugno Plays Chopin’s Nocturne op. 15,2) 

12:00 Discussion 
 
12:15  Lunch (Group A) – Museum Tour (Group B) 
13:15  Lunch (Group B) – Museum Tour (Group A) 
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Session 9: Restoring instruments 
14:15 Grace Chan (Sydney)/Chris Pickford (London)/Daniel Yeadon 

(Sydney)/Neal Peres Da Costa (Sydney) 
Carillon Pianola Rolls and the Evolution of Automated Public Music 

14:35 Kai Köpp (Bern) 
Historically Informed Restoration. An Archeology of Sound Color 

14:55 Joshua Rapier (Los Angeles) 
Reproducing Piano Rebuilding and Regulation: Conditions for Optimal 
Playback  

15:15 Discussion 
 
15:30 Tea Break 
 
16:00 Denis Hall (London) 

Perforated Testimonials. Did They Really Play Like That? 
16:20 Discussion 
16:30 Roundtable, Closing Discussion 
 
17:30 End of the 2nd Global Piano Roll Meeting 
 
  


